
IN 1955 A GROUP OF TORONTO PROFESSIONALS

began discussions on expanding adult education in their

city. The outcome was York University, which was founded

in 1959 and opened in

1960 with 76 students.

Today, with over 50,000

students in eleven faculties

on two campuses, York is

the third largest university

in Canada. Faculty and staff

have grown from under 20

to nearly 8,000.

In York University: The Way Must Be Tried, Michiel Horn

weaves archival research and interviews into a compelling

narrative, documenting the development of an institution

committed to helping professors and students reach across

disciplinary boundaries.

A lively and candid account of  the
growth of  a great Canadian University.
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He covers the challenges York has faced

through the years – from the 1963 faculty

“revolt,” to the troubled search for a successor

to founding president Murray Ross, to the

budgetary problems that led to the resignation

of President David Slater, as well as its many

innovations and triumphs – including

bilingualism at Glendon College, the arrival of

Osgoode Hall Law School and the phenomenal

growth at York’s Keele campus, including the

Schulich School of Business. The philosophies

that guide the faculties and York’s ground-

breaking research are explored in detail.

Horn's narrative is complemented by little-known archival images and contemporary photographs commissioned from

renowned photographer Vince Pietropaolo. Prose and pictures chart the creation of an important Canadian institution whose

commitment to solving real-world problems has led to important innovations in education and beyond.
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